Increased numbers of lymphocytes with single class surface immunoglobulins in Hodgkin's disease.
Lymphocyte populations with abnormal kappa/lambda ratios have been described previously in B-cell non-Hodgkin's lymphomas and in lymphoid hyperplasia. The authors studied 12 patients in whom lymph nodes diagnostic of Hodgkin's disease contained evidence of monoclonal lymphocyte proliferation. One patient subsequently was found to have a B-cell lymphoma. The others have not been found to differ in any important characteristic from 25 Hodgkin's disease patients with normal ratios studied for comparison.